
FAITH  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH                            OCTOBER 11, 2015 
  
ORDINARY  TIME – 20th  SUNDAY  AFTER  PENTECOST 
 
RECOLLECTING  OURSELVES  FOR  WORSHIP 
 Music (please use this time for quiet and reflection) 
 Gong [followed by silence] 

Call to Worship 
 Hymn – 488 

Opening Prayers 
 
OUR  HUMANNESS  AND  GOD’S  GRACE 

Call to Confession 
Unison Prayer of Confession 
 
Gracious God, my sense of self comes from what I own and 

achieve.  My identity is expressed in and reinforced by my 
possessions and accomplishments.  When my sense of self is 
troubled I tend to acquire things and/or get busy doing things.  I 
notice I can be possessive about my possessions, and that I tend 
to hold onto my accomplishments and replicate them.  I think this 
is the human thing to do.  I believe you do not ask me to stop 
doing it as much as to notice that I am doing it, and to notice 
there is a limit to what my living this way can do for me, and that 
living this way costs me.  Maintaining my possessions and 
replicating my accomplishments have a way of draining the life 
out of me, of sapping my strength, and robbing me of vitality.  
Living this way can make life a struggle and a burden.  I think you 
want me to notice when my life becomes a burden and a struggle, 
and to honor that my life is so by opening to what is being said to 
me about the way I live.  You are the one who connects me to 
thoughts and feelings I am not eager to welcome yet would likely 
benefit from considering.  I need to think about whether I trust 
this work you do on my behalf enough to be receptive to it. 
 

Personal Prayer of Confession in Silence 
Assurance of Pardon 

LISTENING  FOR  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Story for the Children 
 Scripture – Mark 10:17-31 
 Prompting 
 Silence and Reflection 
 
RESPONDING  TO  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Hymn – 360 
 Announcements 
 Minute for Mission 
 Our Gifts and Offerings 
 
   Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
   Praise Christ all creatures here below; 
   Praise Holy Spirit, Comforter; 
   One God, Triune, whom we adore.  Amen. 
  
 The Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer 
   Our Father in heaven, 
    hallowed be your name, 
    your kingdom come, 
    your will be done, 
     on earth as it is in heaven. 
   Give us today our daily bread. 
   Forgive us our sins 
    as we forgive those who sin against us. 
   Save us in the time of trial 
    and deliver us from evil. 
   For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
    now and forever.  Amen. 
         
GOING  OUT – to serve, to journey, to live the word 
 Hymn – 345 
 Charge and Benediction 
  



CALENDAR  OF  EVENTS 
TODAY     10:00  Worship 
        11:00  Coffee and Fellowship 
        11:20  Conversation 
        12:00  Lunch Bunch 
 

Lectionary Readings for October 18, 2015 
Job 38:1-7 (34-41); Psalm 104:1-9, 24, 35c; 

Hebrew 5:1-10; Mark 10:35-45 
 

F.Y.I. 
 Next Sunday, October 18th, Daylight Saving Time ends.  The 
clocks “fall” back one hour.  If you do not set your clock back you 
will arrive in time for our potluck lunch.  Whenever you arrive, 
bring some food to share and plan to stay. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ushers: Jim Plein and Richard Egan. 
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We are a community that gathers in an attitude of 

reverence directed toward God. 
 

Reverence is a feeling of deep respect and devotion, of 
profound awe, of admiration and esteem and honor, 

of gratitude. 
 

This feeling arises from the experience of knowing that 
it is not possible to be separate from the welcoming and 
embracing presence of God, who is with us in anything 

and everything that life brings us, always accepting how 
we feel and what we think, always working to help us 
inhabit what is true for us, always helping us fashion 

the most fully human response possible for us as 
concerns what our life contains. 

 
If you are able to enter this worship experience in a 
reverential manner, you are encouraged to immerse 

yourself in the experience. 
 

If you are not able to do so, you are encouraged to 
consider that being truthful to your experience is a way 
of showing reverence to God who invites you to explore 
the value of the way you feel in your life and about your 

life.  You are also invited to ponder with us our 
conceptions about God, looking for more adequate 
ways to understand God and how God personally 

companions and supports us in all things. 
 

Welcome!

http://www.faithpresbyterianrp.org/


Ordinary Time – 20th Sunday after Pentecost 
(Mark 10:17-31) 

 To understand this text we need to know that it has nothing to 
do with money or wealth in the sense of what we objectively 
possess that has monetary value. The word “money” does not 
appear in the Greek. The word translated as “wealth” is a Greek 
word meaning “something useful or needed,” and the word 
translated as “possessions” is a Greek word meaning “an 
acquirement.” The Greek word translated into English as both 
“own” and “have” is the verb “to hold,” and refers not to what is 
held onto but to the act on holding onto it. As is often the case, this 
text works wonderfully when it is internalized so that it refers to 
our own subjective life. Our wealth is what we hold onto because 
we believe it is useful or needed in terms of telling ourselves and 
others who we are; our wealth is what we have acquired in the 
sense of produced or achieved and which we hold onto as a way of 
having and knowing an identity. Our possessions, our wealth, are 
what we hold onto which keeps our sense of self solid, sometimes 
something tangible and concrete like a job or creation or 
achievement, but mostly the meaning these have and the 
statement they make about us. 
 The text concerns a man who has been very successful at 
defining himself in that he has a great many things he holds onto 
which tell him who he is. In this sense we are like him. He seems to 
have awakened to the reality that something is missing, and he is 
searching for it. In this sense we may or may not be like him. He 
calls what he is seeking “eternal life.” The Greek words translated 
into English as “eternal life” are words meaning “perpetual” and 
“life in the sense of possessing vitality.” Perpetual means 
“steadiness and duration over time,” and vitality means “the 
capacity to live, grow and develop.” Eternal life is living, growing 
and developing steadily over time. 

Eternal life is not something we can produce by our effort; it is 
the byproduct of the work which God does on our behalf.  We try 
to hold onto the familiar experience we have of ourselves, and 
work to maintain that experience daily by the routines we repeat 
each day, the way we spend our time, and by the way we interact 

with others. God’s interest is more expansive. God works to connect 
us to more than what is familiar, to what is normally kept out of 
experience and awareness. The way God grows us over time is like 
this: unfamiliar or unknown, and often not-harmonious thoughts, 
feelings and perceptions capture our attention, often when we are 
attending to other things; old wounds that we like to forget come 
back and impact us and ask to be included in our experience; fears 
that drive us surface in our awareness wanting us to think about 
them; longings that are not attended to come to mind seeking our 
attention. In these and other ways God constantly expands our 
awareness and increases our experience of ourselves, thereby 
perpetually creating the experience of vitality. We tend to 
romanticize eternal life, making it into “exuberance” or 
“enthusiasm.” However, eternal life is more accurately described by 
the word “intense.” 

The man in the text wants eternal life, so Christ tells him to follow 
the Law. The man says he always has, and he still does not have the 
vitality he is seeking. So Christ tells him to sell what he owns, give 
to the poor, and follow him. We tend to apply this outwardly, and 
by doing so miss what is being said here. Repeating what was stated 
earlier, the word “own” is the primary verb “to hold.” Christ asks 
the man to let go of whatever he holds onto which he uses to tell 
himself who he is, anything he has acquired, in the sense of 
achieved or done well (like a role he plays) which defines him and 
limits his idea about what is appropriate for him. Instead of giving 
time and attention to these familiar things, to give his time and 
attention to what is poor (the word poor refers to what goes 
begging for attention). What we hold onto is what we are rich in; it 
is our wealth and riches. If we let go of what we hold onto and give 
time and attention to the unfamiliar thoughts, feelings and 
perceptions God brings to us and which normally go begging, 
perpetual vitality will come to us, and the capacity to live, grow and 
develop will be steady and will endure. 

It is important to grasp that this is not something any of us can 
accomplish. What we hold onto tells us who we are; these things 
form our identity, our sense of self, and are useful to us, even 
essential to us. Christ asks the man to do something impossible. He 



does so to help him see that he cannot have the intensity he seeks 
by what he does. His effort to let go will become what he now holds 
onto, and he will spend his time focusing on letting go rather than 
on what God offers. It is unrealistic and unpractical to think that 
someone can enter into the kingdom of God (the way of life where 
we are led by God) when they hold onto what they think is useful 
or necessary to tell them who they are. It is impossible, like a camel 
trying to go through the eye of a needle. When the disciples ask 
who can be delivered from this, Christ answers that it is impossible 
for us, but not for God; with God all things are possible. 

The reality we face is that we will maintain our hold on what we 
believe we need and think of as useful to help us maintain our 
identity. Holding on in this way is what we do as humans. It is 
possible, however, to notice that we do this. Noticing we are held 
in or are adhered to an activity, a way of thinking or feeling, or an 
issue, a situation, accepting that we are caught with regard to it, 
will, in a paradoxical way, create room around what we are held 
by. Noticing that we cannot change even if we want to, or noticing 
that we actually don’t want change, strangely allows the capacity 
to live, grow and develop to begin. God will carry the weight of 
bringing to us those unfamiliar things we cannot perceive, yet need 
to perceive if there is to be any movement in our life.  These will be 
easier to notice if we are not busy trying not to be caught in what 
is familiar, if we can accept that we are stuck in an identity. We will 
turn aside from what is brought to us, and as we do so we will 
discover that it returns and eventually endures, and over time we 
are brought to pay attention to things we would not normally 
notice. This is God unfolding life, causing us to live, grow and 
develop, and in the process giving us eternal life, perpetual vitality. 
Receiving life in this way causes us to let go of things we hold onto 
by allowing us to see through them or below them so they become 
less attractive and satisfying. Whatever is let go of will be replaced 
by other things which more accurately reflect our life, and we will 
hold onto these more adequate understandings because they 
simply are more useful. In this way our capacity to live, grow and 
develop perpetually expands and increases. 

To be realistic about this, what comes with living this way is 
persecution. The Greek word means “persecution,” and comes from 
a root “to pursue.” The same meaning and root are found in English. 
The word persecute means: “to oppress or harass with ill-
treatment…; to annoy persistently; bother.” There is something 
about us or within us that needs for life to remain familiar, even if 
what is familiar does not work all that well for us. Whatever we call 
this need (devil, evil, Satan…) the need is sufficient that it will 
persecute us when we listen for and listen to anything not familiar.  
It will annoy us persistently and bother us, and in some cases 
oppress and harass any effort to not stay with the familiar or return 
to the familiar. It is like we are being pursued to maintain the 
familiar by which we are held. This need has nothing to do with 
punishment, which is often how we think of it when we are the 
victim of it. But actually it is part of the vitality brought to us 
perpetually by God’s effort to connect us to the person we actually 
are, the fullness of our life. 

This is a way of living. It is not a place at which we arrive, or 
something we master. It is ironic, but those who think they have 
already arrived here are, it turns out, nowhere near here; they are 
the last in line, at the end of the line. Those who realize they are not 
here are near, at the head of the line. 

[Jim Robie, 10-8-15, Cycle B, Mark 10:17-31] 
 

 


